The Christian Churches in Northern Ireland

DENOMINATIONAL STATISTICS: 1991 – 2001


1991 N.I Census
Irish Christian Handbook (1994)

Denominational Sources (1998)
 
2001 N.I. Census

Catholic Church
605,639
518,016

as Irish Christian Handbook
678,462

Presbyterian (PCI)
336,891
194,718e
not available
348,742

Church of Ireland
279,280
161,500e
not issued
257,788

Methodist
59,517
19,357e
approx. 30,000

59,173

Baptist Union
19,484
8,890e
Over 8,000

18,974

Christian Brethren
12,446
6,300
e
12,000 approx. est.
8,595


Free Presbyterian
12,363
13,400
e
not available8
11,902 + 87


Congregational
8,176
1,900e
2,200

5,701

Elim Pentecostal
5,537

6,500e
approx. 10,000
5,448


Non-Subscribing Presbyterian
3,213

3,600e
4,600

1,233


Reformed Presbyterian
3,184
1,865e
approx. 4,000

2,238

Salvation Army
1,918
1,110e
approx. 1,000
1,640

Church of the Nazarene
1,149
630e
Not available

1,215

Free Methodist
1,119
296e
729

266


Independent Methodist
835
260e
not available

1,771

Quakers (Society of Friends)
804
925e
as Irish Christian Handbook
749

Evangelical Presbyterian
730
494e
458

543

Moravians
714
340e
600

691

Assemblies of God
326
360e
not available
216

Apostolic
254

260e
not available
237

Lutherans
123
55e
not available

186

New Churches
(1,300)

1,800e
not available
(1,467)


Chinese Church
-
70e
not available
25


Orthodox
72

183
e
as Census
(229)


� Figures from the 1995/6 Edition of the Irish Christian Handbook – published in 1994.


� Denominational figures are mostly as provided for A Tapestry of Beliefs (Blackstaff Press, 1998)


� Average weekly mass attendance in 1995 (taken as 89% of the Roman Catholic population).


� Including 19,000 active adults and 11,000 children.


� Baptised members only; children and other active adherents are not included in this figure.


� Plus approximately 1,000 members of the Exclusive Brethren.


� Some 2001 census respondents used terms such as Christian (8,502) or Protestant (3,674) or Evangelical (1,229) or Mission Hall and it seems possible that some Brethren may have used one of these alternative appellations.


� There are approximately 100 Free Presbyterian congregations, mostly in NI but including some in other parts of the world.





� The 2001 census gave separate figures for Free Presbyterian (11,902) and Free Presbyterian Church of Ulster (87). These figures should most likely be combined, giving a total of 11,989.


� 1995 estimate of the ‘Community’ figure. The Irish Christian Handbook adds: ‘Active adult members could be taken as approximately 60% of the community figure’.


� When 1991 the figures for Elim, Assemblies of God, Apostolic are added to other named Pentecostal groups (Pentecostal;Apostolic Pentecostal; Charasmatic;Free Church of God)the Pentecostal total becomes 10,686).


� The 2001 Census records other Pentecostal groups: Pentecostal (5,333); Whitewell Metropolitan Tabernacle (399); Metropolitan Church (125); Charismatic (93); Full Gospel Assembly (25), and when added to the Elim, Assemblies of God and Apostolic numbers this gives a Pentecostal total of 12,329. (Other groups may also be regarded as Pentecostal)


� The 1991 census also showed, as a separate group, Non-Subscribing Old Presbyterian (152). This group did not appear separately in 2001, although 379 respondents identified themselves as Unitarian.


� This figure includes active adults plus Sunday School attendees.


� This figure indicates one of the most notable proportionate declines in comparison with the 1991 figures, notwithstanding the number of Unitarians (see note 14).


� Figure includes 2,500 communicant members plus 1,500 children and other adherents.


� There are 13 Church of the Nazarene congregations in Northern Ireland.


� This is based on the Church’s own average Sunday service attendance figure in the early 1990s. NB: A Minister of the Free Methodist Church has given the much lower figure of 170 active members in 1998 (in A Tapestry of Beliefs).


� This 2001 figure also indicates a significant decline in comparison with the 1991 census (but see also note 18).


� In 1998 there were 16 Independent Methodist congregations in Northern Ireland.


� The figure for communicant membership in 1995. Average morning worship attendance in 1995 was 662.


� In 1998 it was reckoned that approximately a further 200 adherents should be added to this figure.


� The 1991 census also showed, as a separate group, Apostolic Pentecostal (156). This group did not appear separately in 2001.


� The 1998 estimate was that there were approximately 50 Lutheran families in Northern Ireland.


� The 1991 figure of 1,300 is for the Christian Fellowship Church – only one component of the ‘New Churches’ Movement.


� This most recent ‘New Churches’ figure is compiled (somewhat speculatively) from a number of groups indicated separately in the 2001 census: Christian Fellowship (1,015); House Church (138); Christian Fellowship Church (111); Community Church (76); King’s Fellowship (47); New Church (43); Lifeline/Lifelink Church (35); Gateway Church (11). Some other named groups may also be in this category.


� There is so far only one Chinese Christian congregation in Northern Ireland.


� The 1991 census figure is for Greek Orthodox only.


� This 1995 fuller estimate covers a wider range of Orthodox Churches (Greek, Russian, Romanian, etc.).


� The 2001 census figure is compiled from several separate entries: Orthodox Church (113); Greek Orthodox (94); Russian Orthodox Church (22).





General Observations





Figures in the 2001 census are in many cases significantly different from (usually higher than) the Churches’ own figures (as indicated in the 1994 and 1998 documentation). This may well be due to the readiness of census respondents in Northern Ireland to identify themselves with religious denominations with which they are not actively involved or to use religious terms to describe their cultural, national and political allegiance even when they do not practice any religion.





Fewer respondents in the 2001 census declined to respond to the Religion question, which may well account for the increase in the numbers for the Catholic Church and the Presbyterian Church in Ireland (both of which offer smaller numbers in relation to regular attendance). One disappointment in the 2001 figures currently available, however, is the failure to distinguish between those who did not respond (about 8% in 1991) and those who stated “No religion” (about 4% in 1991); the total for “not stated” and “no religion” in 2001 was just over 14%. He number of Christian (and Christian-related) groups seems to have risen overall – almost 100 different groups listed with 10 or more followers, as compared with about 60 in 1991.





The 2001 figures (like the 1991 figures before them) are somewhat distorted by the number of respondents who seem to prefer not to indicate a denominational ‘label’, using instead terms such as Christian (8,502); protestant (3,674); Evangelical (1,229); and Interdenominational (131).





A Separate chart giving figures for members of other faith communities – world religions – is also available.





Norman Richardson


January 2003


(A revision and update of material initially prepared in 1998 for A Tapestry of Beliefs)


















































































































































