Estimated Populations of Minority Ethnic Communities in Northern Ireland

Please note:
· The figures are estimates and intended for information purposes as a rough guide only. 
· True figures are likely to be much higher. More information will be available after the 2001 census data is published (expected 2003), the 1991 census included a question on religion but not on ethnic background. 

· The list of main languages does not cover all minority languages within the cited communities See report: ‘In Other Words’ (2003) conducted by Multicultural Resource Centre for a current detailed analysis

· The figures are based largely on single identity ethnic and/or national origin categories and do not include many people of mixed-'race' background or Black Irish/Northern Irish 

Community 
Numbers 
Main Mother Tongue Languages 
Main Geographical areas within NI

Chinese 1 
7000- 8000
Cantonese, Mandarin, Hakka, English
Belfast, Craigavon, L'Derry, all NI 

Indian  2
1500
Punjabi, Hindi, English, many others
Belfast, Derry and various

African
1600
English, Swahili, Fulani, Xhosa, Arabic, Shona,Yoruba, French
Belfast, Ballymena Co. Antrim

Arabic speaking communities 3
1000- 1500
Arabic, English and many others
Belfast, Craigavon

Irish Travellers
1500
English, Gammon/ Cant/ Shelta.  
West Belfast, Derry, Craigavon, Newry

Pakistani Community
700- 1000 
Punjabi, Urdu, English others
Greater Belfast Craigavon

Portuguese speakers
1000 
Portuguese
Dungannon, Craigavon , other

Bangladeshi Community
450-500
Sylheti / Bengali
North Down, Ards, Greater Belfast

Filipino community  
600
English, Tagalo,and others
Various

Persian/ Iranian community
300-350
Farsi, English
All NI

Jewish Community
230 
English 
North Belfast  

Other communities (with estimates where available): 
S&E Asia: Koreans (100), Japanese (80-100), Vietnamese, Thais, Indonesians, Malaysians (140), Indochina and others, also: Australia & New Zealand
Central Asian: Afghans (20), Kurds, Turkish, former Soviet Republics
The Americas: US citizens, Canadians, Latin Americans (200-250) including Brazil (50), Colombia (35) and others
Europeans: Dutch, French, Albanians (50), Kosovans (80-100), Spanish, Russians (50-100); Polish, Romanians, former Yugoslavia, Italians, Germans, Greeks, and many others
Notes for table:
1. The Chinese community includes Hong Kong and the New Territories, Malaysia, Taiwan, Singapore, and Mainland China; the majority originate from Hong Kong and are Cantonese speakers (with some Hakka speakers) for those with written Chinese the traditional form is used; for people from the mainland Mandarin is mainly spoken and the simplified written form used. All are colloquially referred to as "Chinese".
2. The Indian community referenced here includes around 200-250 members of the Sikh community and people from Sri Lanka; 
3. The Arabic speaking communities include Jordanians, Palestinians, Lebanese, Syrians, Egyptians, Libyans, Saudis, Iraqis, Moroccans, Algerians and others from North Africa, the Middle East and other areas.
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