WORLD FAITHS IN NORTHERN IRELAND

Numbers of Followers: 1991 – 2001

RELIGIOUS TRADITION
NI Census

1991
“Another Ireland” 

1996

NI Census 2001

Islam
972
1,500 approx
1943

Hinduism
742
250 families approx.
825

+ 53 Hare Krishna

Judaism
410
250 approx.*
365

Bahá’i
319
319 plus
254

Buddhism
270
100 approx.
533


Sikhism
157
50 approx.
219

Chinese Religion
-
(7,000 ethnic Chinese)
32**

+41 Taoists

(Humanism)
69
-
40

� Another Ireland: An Introduction to Ireland’s Ethnic-Religious Communities by Maurice Ryan (Stranmillis College, 1996)





�  When the figure for Hindus of the Hare Krishna (Vaishnava) tradition is added to the number of other Hindus the total is 878





* This is the number of Jews actively involved in the Belfast Synagogue.


It is reckoned that there are about 1,000 people in Northern Ireland with a Jewish family background (including many who have married out of the faith)





** Many members of the Chinese community have substantially secularised but retain traces of traditional Chinese Religious practices. The figure given separately in the 2001 Census for Taoists should probably be added to the figure for Chinese Religions, giving a total of 73. (The 2001 Census indicates that 0.25% of the NI population are of Chinese ethnic origin – 4,203 people.)





�  The number of practising Buddhists in Northern Ireland is not known to be currently more than about 50 according to members of the Buddhist community. The much larger Census figures (in 1991 and especially in 2001) may indicate that some respondents have used the term casually or in order to mislead. (Another possibility, however, is that some of the 533 may be from the Chinese Community.)





When one takes account of figures supplied by the faith communities themselves (even though these are often estimates) it is clear that Census figures are somewhat at variance. It seems likely that the Census reflects general allegiance rather than active membership.





Nevertheless, the 2001 Census indicates a small but significant growth in the numbers belonging to faith communities other than the Christian Churches. The number of identified religious groups has also grown, and other groups indicated by the 2001 Census include:


	Pagan (148); Atheist (106); Spiritualist (106); Agnostic (66); Wicca (50); Druidism (19); Rastafarian (13); Zoroastrian (13); and Satanist (12).
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